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Neoteric? 



As you all know from previous talks, Gaston had already 
a very prestigious career in computer sciences before he 
embarked into his foray in the jungle of bioinformatics 

It is therefore not surprising to find his name in a list of 
people who have shaped technology: 
http://www.dayintechhistory.com/technology-birthdays/ 

The vagaries of alphabetic ordering place him between the 
inventors of the telephone and of Twitter 





One day in late 1991…. 



Which lead to an email from 
Gaston a week later 





This paragraph stirred quite a controversy: 
Gaston’s arrival in the field of bioinformatics 
was duly noticed! 
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So, is 
Gesellschaftwissenschaften 
now present in one of the 
70 million UniProt entries? 



It is maybe not so well known that Gaston not only 
worked on sequence analysis and orthology but 
also applied his skills to proteomics. 

He was therefore 
invited to give a talk at 
the 2nd Siena meeting in 
1996 



He started by stating that biologists were using slides (yes 
real ones), bioinformaticians used transparencies and he, as 
a mathematician was going to use the blackboard and chalks 



But is there hidden agenda in the use of Darwin 
name for Gaston’s sequence analysis language? 

In Gaston own words: Darwin is a programming 
language especially tailored to the wants and needs of 
the bioinformatics researcher. 
I would summarize it as: Maple for bioinformaticians 

Darwin 



In early 1998, the SIB was being created 



Gaston’s SIB career 

• President of the SIB scientific advisory board 
(SAB) from 1999 to 2003; 

• SIB foundation council member from 1999 to 
2008; 

• SIB group leader from 2006 onward; 

• And first group leader to retire  



A meeting of the SIB SAB in 2002 



A discussion during a meeting of the 
SIB foundation council in 2008 

«Personne haute en couleur, il a, 
surtout dans les premières années, fait 
en sorte que nous ayons des débats 
animés. C'est un collègue sympathique 
et engagé que nous voyons partir à 
regret..» Ron Appel 3/7/2014 



A few years ago the SIB commissioned Nicolas 
Righetti, a famous Swiss photographer to take 
original pictures of group leaders 

Each GL had to answer a questionnaire 
that Nicolas drafted and which had to do 
with the GLs hobbies, passions, etc. 



This is the official pictures of Gaston in the SIB 
GL portrait series 



But in fact 
Gaston had 
jokingly 
indicated in his 
questionnaire’s 
answers, his 
admiration for 
Hannibal Lecter, 
the famous 
serial killer in 
the Silence of 
the Lambs 





Retirement? If yes, where should Gaston 
retire? 

South of France seems a 
reasonable idea: sun, good 
food and Gaston is already 
well known there! 



Yesterday I was in Lyon for a bioinformatics HDR thesis: on the 
way from the IBCP to the University my way forward was 
interrupted by a moving van…. 





Some almost ‘Final’ words 

• For me it has been a privilege and a pleasure to 
interact with Gaston for the last 23 years! 

• I am also thankful for him having pushed forward 
the career of many young bioinformaticians that 
matured in his group 

• And specifically Christophe Dessimoz who 
collaborated closely with members of my former 
group 

 



A very nice memory 

In 2006, Gaston sent 
Christophe to Fortaleza in 
Brazil to attend the 
conference for the 20th 
anniversary of Swiss-Prot 

Gaston asked him to bring me a 
gift that I cherish: an original 
printing plate from the Oxford 
English Dictionary 



Gaston, I wish 
you a smooth 
sailing in your 
next endeavor 


